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AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 
January 9, 2017; 4:15 p.m.  

 

Chair Julie Schramek called the regular meeting of the Austin Public Library Board to order at 4:15 
p.m., on Monday, January 9, 2017, at the Austin Public Library.   
 

PRESENT: Julie Schramek, Murielle Atewologun, Sally Baker, Melissa Bonorden, 
Barry Irish, Jodi Krueger, Alex Mayfield 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Sara Steinhoff, Janet Anderson, Tom Dankert 
 

ABSENT:  Nathan Annis, Kristen Olson 
 

AGENDA:     
Sally Baker moved to approve the agenda as presented; Barry Irish seconded.  Carried. 
 
WELCOME & APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS/COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Board members introduced themselves and welcomed new member Murielle Atewologun. 
 
A motion was made by Alex Mayfield, and seconded by Melissa Bonorden, to keep the current slate 
of officers for 2017.  Motion carried. 
 
Chair Julie Schramek appointed Murielle to the Building & Grounds Committee. 
 

MINUTES:  
The “Update on Library Director Position” section of the minutes from the December 12, 2016, 
meeting was corrected to eliminate a typographical error.  The second sentence was revised to read, 
“He advised the City had approached one candidate to be appointed as interim director, but the offer 
was declined.  In addition, the second sentence of the second paragraph of that section was 
corrected to read, “He also clarified the interim director will be eligible for consideration as a 
candidate for the permanent director vacancy, pursuant to the library board’s wishes.” 
 
A motion was made by Barry Irish, seconded by Sally Baker, to approve the December 12, 2016, 
minutes as corrected.  Carried. 
 
REVIEW OF FINANCE REPORTS: 
Tom Dankert, Administrative Services Director for the City of Austin, provided board members with an 
overview of the City budgeting cycle, as well as a summary of how the library’s Gifts & Memorials 
account (including the Walter Wienke estate gift) is used and tracked for certain expenses.  He noted 
the library projects scheduled for the next five years in the City’s Capital Improvements Plan (CIP). 
 
BILLS:   
Sally Baker inquired as to the reimbursement expense for Adobe Acrobat.  Sara Steinhoff advised 
this was for an annual software license paid for by Ann Hokanson and reimbursed by the City.  Sally 
also noted an expense listed for AWE machines.  Sara explained the purchase was to replace and 
update the six computer stations designed especially for young children (ages 3-7).  The original 
stations were purchased with funds from a Hormel Foundation Grant over five years ago. 
 
A motion was made by Jodi Krueger, seconded by Alex Mayfield, to approve the November 2016 
expenditures.  Carried unanimously by roll-call vote. 
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POLICY REVIEW/REVISIONS: 
Art and Non-Collection Materials Policy Statement and Gift Policy 

No changes were proposed for the polices presented for review.   
 

Barry Irish moved to approve the policies as presented; Melissa Bonorden seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

UPDATE ON LIBRARY DIRECTOR VACANCY:   
Chairperson Julie Schramek reported three applications were received for the Interim Library Director 
position.  Julie met with the City’s Human Resources Director, Trish Wiechmann, and the City 
Administrator, Craig Clark, to review the applications, and interviews will be conducted this week.  
Once an interim director is in place, the City will move forward with posting the permanent position. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
Sara Steinhoff presented board members with an Operational Report, noting highlights and 
information regarding Staffing, Programs, Budget & Administration, and Facilities & Equipment.  She 
reported the staff is working together to maintain normal services and operations in the absence of a 
Library Director, and all tasks and responsibilities are being covered until an interim is in place. 
 

Sara Steinhoff noted this time of year is busy in terms of budgetary and administrative tasks and 
noted work is beginning on the comprehensive annual report to the Minnesota Department of 
Education.  She also informed board members of repairs made in December to fix two small areas in 
the roof that were leaking.  In addition, the annual inspection of the library’s fire suppression system 
resulted in recommendations for work to correct items that were not compliant with current fire codes, 
as well as other recommendations.  The board requested Sara consult with the Fire Department to 
determine which tasks were necessary prior to accepting the vendor’s proposal. 
 

SELCO REPORT:   
Sally Baker advised the organization is continuing to move forward in its search for a replacement for 
their director, who will retire in March 2017, and has received many applications for that position. 
 

DECEMBER 2016 GIFT REPORT:  
Sally Baker moved to approve the December 2016 gifts; Barry Irish seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: None. 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: None. 
 

BOARD COMMENTS:     
Sally Baker noted Kari Oanes, youth services librarian, had attended the Floral Club meeting and 
provided an update on library activities. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion made by Barry Irish to adjourn at 4:55 p.m., Alex Mayfield seconded.  Carried.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Steinhoff, Recording Secretary 

 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
Monday, February 13, 2017, 4:15 p.m. 
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